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Praise and prayer … 

 A new Director for INSTE Guatemala 

 Our new INSTE Promoter: that we’ll “click” 
as we work together as a team.  

 Thank you Jesus for new glasses!!!  

 Much of our trip expense was covered!!!  

(L-R) Nick, Anita & Noah; Tim, Helen & Steve;    
Philip, Chrissy, & Josh together for a break. 

Dearest friend and family: 

Out of brokenness, wholeness. When I crawled from the ocean around 5am, Oct. 12, 

1971 at Cocoa Beach, FL, after a suicide attempt, Jesus had given me a brand new heart. 

I soon began wondering where I’d be 40 years down the road and what I’d be doing?   

Last Sunday, April 25th Helen and I stood with our arms around our two wonderful sons 

in “The Rock” Church of Gainesville. Our daughter Anita and her husband Nick were 

dedicating their firstborn son Noah Gamblin to Jesus. The Sunday before Philip and 

Chrissy had dedicated their firstborn son Josh at 

the Gainesville “Vineyard”. Our daughter Cristina 

celebrates her 5th wedding anniversary this July 

serving Jesus in Ecuador with her husband Stephen 

and their first two sons Jared and Luke. Tim is 

serving in the Florida Army Reserve. Tears flooded 

our faces as we sensed the faithfulness of our Lord 

to us over these 4 decades. 

 

A man in the airport at Tampa interrupted me when 

he heard I was returning to Guatemala. He had 

motor cycled to Panama back in ’96 and had spent 

a week in Antigua, Guatemala to learn a little 

Spanish. When I shared with him some of the 

changes over the past 15 years in the “Assassins’ Paradise” (BBC), he asked me why I 

was going back, ñDo you have a death wish or something.ò “No”, I replied, “a death 

sentence” (Gal.2:20). We don’t heal a wound by turning our head and ignoring it, but 

rather by pouring in the medicine. If someone who really knows what they’re doing 

doesn’t show the Way to the youth, there’ll be no hope for them.  

A shift in ministry:  For the past 13 years we’ve been heading up INSTE (the Institute of 

Theology by Extension) in Guatemala. Some churches are using it the way it’s designed 

and are building a strong foundation for their future. However in too many churches the 

youth are not taking advantage of INSTE. Doors are opening to us in churches and high 

schools to present the youth God’s perspective of the issues they’re facing. Helen and I are 

praying for a new Director for INSTE. When he/she is named we’ll continue to serve on 

INSTE’s Board but our emphasis is shifting to the needs of the youth (70% of Guatemala’s 

population, 40% under 15), single mothers and others who are neglected and are not being 

fathered and mothered into the maturity of managing their desperation. 

Thank you so much for your sensitivity to our needs. Your friendship, love and faithful, 

sacrificial support are joy and life to us. May Jesus’ joy be your strength.  

 

 


